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GEORGIA MAN ACCUSED OF OPERATING MILLION DOLLAR  SHOPLIFTING RING 

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) announces the arrest of a Savannah Georgia man accused of operating a homemade distribution center of stolen merchandise.

William Freeman, 65, of 5659 Ogeechee Road, Savannah, Georgia is charged with Receiving Stolen Goods valued at more than $5,000.


According to an arrest warrant, SLED agents received information that Freeman possessed approximately $1 million dollars worth of stolen merchandise and kept the goods in at least five storage facilities located at 4025 Edmund Highway in West Columbia, S.C.

It’s believed that Freeman also lived part-time at the storage facility.


Investigators say Freeman would pay other individuals to steal the merchandise, such as electronics, power tools, lawn mowers, cosmetics and over-the-counter medications from various stores across South Carolina and Georgia.

 
Freeman is also accused of selling those items to various individuals who would resell the goods at a flea market located on US-1 in Lexington County.

In addition, it’s alleged that Freeman would have different people sell the goods for him at the same flea market.


With a search warrant in hand, SLED agents seized all of the merchandise and cash which was all stored in at least five-hundred boxes.


Receiving Stolen Goods valued at more than $5,000 is a felony offense punishable up to ten (10) years in prison. 

Publix Investigators and The Lexington County Sheriff’s Department assisted with this investigation.


This is an on-going investigation with more pending charges against Freeman and more arrests possible.

For a booking photograph of Freeman, please visit www.lex-co.com/sheriff. then click on “Inmate Search.”
