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SLED WELCOMES NEW BLOODHOUND PUPPIES TO THE FAMILY

Congratulations are in order for “Reba” a female bloodhound at The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) on the birth of her new puppies.

A total of ten pups were born on December 9, 2008. 

Three-year-old Reba bred with “Sampson”, a male bloodhound with the Aiken County Sheriff’s Department.

SLED acquired four puppies, which are approximately fifteen weeks old.

The Aiken County Sheriff’s Office has five of the dogs.

Sadly, one puppy died shortly after birth from natural causes.


It is common for police agencies to breed various types of Bloodhounds in the law enforcement community. 

This process best utilizes the strong, natural capabilities of these animals.

The SLED Tracking Team trains the four pups several times a week.


The dogs are tested in various environments to see if they can withstand and properly adapt to scenarios.

 
Captain John Bishop says, “This process determines their abilities. We run and hide and leave our scent behind in the woods and see if they can find us.  We make it as real as a normal call when we have to locate a criminal. They go through every terrain we do when we train such as creeks, ponds, lakes, woods, dirt, swamps, pavement and concrete.”

The hope is the animals will “pass the test” and officially become part of the Tracking Team as several other generations of SLED bloodhounds have done for years. 

Agent Keith Thrower says, “We look for the dogs that have the desire to be trained. We give them enough time to determine if they will work out. We’re very patient with them.”

Bloodhounds have proven to be a valuable crime-fighting tool.


At SLED, the animals have helped track suspects in various types of crimes such as murders, armed robberies, including bank robberies, shootings and narcotics operations. 


 The dogs have also been instrumental in searching for missing persons and prison escapees.

In 2008, The SLED Tracking Team was requested 137 times by various law enforcement agencies across South Carolina and helped apprehend 58 suspects.


These statistics have increased from 107 requests for assistance the previous year.  

Bloodhound history:


 These animals are known best for their keen sense of smell.

Their loose, short-haired coat varies in color: tan, red, black or a mix of the colors.

          Male bloodhounds can measure 25 to 27 inches tall.
Female bloodhounds can measure 23 to 25 inches tall.


They can weigh between 80 to 110 pounds.


An average bloodhound’s life span is between 6 to 10 years.

